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Synopsis

Introduce your children to the wonders of the galaxy in a fun, hands on way!lt can be hard to explain
and understand what lies beyond what you see in the beautiful night sky. Astronomy Lab for Kids
teaches children the basics of outer space in 52 lessons that can be done with everyday items from
around your house. Mini astronomers will learn about things such as the size and scale of planets
using sandwich cookies and tennis balls, how to measure the speed of light with a flat candy bar
and a microwave, how to make a simple telescope with magnifying glasses, and so much more!
Children of all ages and experience levels can be guided by adults and will enjoy these engaging

exercises.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 34 “6a "Astronomy comes to life in this activity book of science labs. Astronomy educator and
professional Nichols has used her 20-plus years of experience to pen a fun, educational compilation
of simple astronomy labs for children. It begins by helping children develop background knowledge
in observational skills, angles, and directions before it increases in complexity. The content is well
organized, and each lab layout is consistent with headings and photographs in addition to

enrichment opportunities. Time constraints, materials, setup, and safety cautions precede



instructions, followed by a "The Science Behind the Fun" blurb explaining the activity for students
who may be less familiar with the subjects involved. Especially valuable are images that illustrate
each step in the instructions. The projects are divided into units, such as "Size and Scale" and
"Light, Motion, and Gravity," making it easy to follow and locate relevant materials to aid or
accompany classroom learning. A comprehensive list of additional resources is provided. VERDICT
A creative way to offer hands-on learning for science educators, parents, or students interested in

astronomy.a "Doneanne Soult, Westampton Middle School, NJ

a ceA creative way to offer hands-on learning for science educators, parents, or students interested
in astronomy.a « & “Doneanne Soult, Westampton Middle School, NJ, for School Library
Journal"This well-thought-out collection includes many demonstrations familiar to science educators
as well as some surprising and engaging new ones; it should be a welcome addition to any school,
public, or home science library." - Kirkus Reviews"The science is solid and presented in a fun way.
Each activity has information about the amount of time it might take to do the activity plus a list of
materials needed, safety tips, and setup hints...this is a great book that will be a joy to all who use
it." - Ralph Peterson, National Science Teachers Association Recommendsé ceSound scientific
procedures, clearly photographed step-by-step directions, and thorough explanations of intended
results make this a winning resource for family-friendly experiments concerning the heavens that will
teach something new to both young readers and the adults assisting them.a « & ” Erin Anderson, for

Booklist

This book is beautifully organized and the experiments are great. The author does a great job of
connecting experiments with the science, experiments with other experiments (building on the
knowledge), and inspiring creative thinking about how the child could extend the experiment with
their own flavor or twists. My kids have had fun with other experiments, but this takes things to a
different level and really inspires critical thinking and investigation of the natural world around us. It
starts from the beginning with a helpful guide on creating your own science journal and encourages
constant note taking and recording the data all the way through. | look forward to doing all of these

experiments and extending through the creative enrichments.

Christmas presnet...my cousin wrote the book

My niece (7y.0.) is very interested in science and LOVES doing experiments. Astronomy Lab is a



great fit for her. She was engaged in the experiments, and the explanations for what is happening
and why were easy for her (and me) to understand. The book is written to be fun, not like a
textbook, and it was really enjoyable to spend time together learning (though it seemed it was really
just fun). | would highly recommend this book as a great way to get kids and teens involved in, and

more curious about, our world.

Very do-able experiences that provide illustrations for somewhat abstract concepts. Help your child
grasp a variety of topics with these clearly written procedures. The 6 units covered include:
Observing, Scope It Out (focus, telescopes, etc.), Size & Scale, Light/Motion/Gravity, Exploring Our
Solar System, Seeing Stars. Each section includes "The Science Behind the Fun" offering thorough
explanations and additional information for parents to share with their younger scientists. A

"Creative Enrichment" note also includes ideas and tips for successful experiences.

Love this activity book! Most of the activities require regular household supplies so no special
shopping trips required. They are simple to put together, explained in an easy-to-understand way,
and include good safety and set-up tips. The activities are fun for families to do together, but older
children can do many on their own. The "The Science Behind the Fun" section adds interest and
background for adults and older children, while also connecting the activities to others in the book. A

great book for kids interested in exploring their world...and other worlds!

The author does a good job of explaining the WHY's of astronomy and the practical HOWs of
observing and exploring it. Each experiment is layed out well and easy for both parents and kids to
set up and execute. They get to learn while doing which is the best form of instruction. This is a
great book to introduce children to what ultimately will be our civilization’s future...the exploration of

space.

Great holiday gift idea! If you're looking for a fun science activity book for your 8+ year old, this is a
great one! They can learn about astronomy using everyday materials from around the house. My 9

year old thought it was really cool.

Want to learn the basics of outer space? Then you can share this book with your child and spend
quality time as a plus. Very well written with beautiful pictures. Easy to do projects with simple things

already in your home you can assemble a telescope. | highly recommend this book.l was given this



book from Quarto Knows for an honest review.
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